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Knowing the call to the American 

public about transparency, and we all 
heard that during the month of August, 
would the gentleman allow, before any 
bill comes to the floor—and I guess the 
bill would be H.R. 3200, from what I am 
hearing the gentleman say. I know it is 
in committee, but when you get to that 
final version—— 

Mr. HOYER. Will the gentleman 
yield, because I want to clarify that. 

H.R. 3200 was a base bill that was put 
together by the committee Chairs, the 
committee staff, with input from oth-
ers, as a mark. My expectation is that 
there will be a compendium that will 
be put together and we will probably 
have a new number on it. So I don’t 
think H.R. 3200, which was a base 
mark, but you understand this was a 
bill, and, as you well know, in three 
committees, so there may well be a bill 
fashioned from the product of the three 
committees. 

Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Re-
claiming my time, so it would be a dif-
ferent number, but in essence the same 
bill. 

Would the gentleman allow, before 
that bill is voted on on this floor when 
you come to the conclusion of where 
that bill ends up, would we be able to 
have the time to go back to the Amer-
ican public and, again, all of us have 
townhall meetings again for the trans-
parency of saying this is the bill that 
would be voted on in the House? 

I yield to the gentleman. 
Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman 

for yielding. 
There has been unprecedented, I reit-

erate, I don’t think you can remember, 
and I have been here 29 years and I 
can’t remember a bill that has been 
more widely vetted than this bill in 
terms of the American public. Maybe 
the Social Security proposal the Presi-
dent some years ago had, that was 
pretty widely vetted, but I don’t think 
as widely vetted as this proposal. 

So I say to the gentleman, you go 
and you vet the bill, you discuss alter-
natives, you then come back after hav-
ing listened to those alternatives and 
fashion a bill. You don’t have new com-
mittee hearings, whether it is a health 
care bill or any other bill. You amend 
it and you perfect it pursuant to hear-
ings, and then you bring it to the floor. 
I don’t expect we will treat this bill 
any differently. 

Mr. MCCARTHY of California. I 
thank the gentleman. 

The only thing I would ask, knowing 
that the American public did have this 
bill vetted but the majority of the 
American public disagreed with this 
bill, disagreed with the public option, 
and having the transparency here that 
the American public is asking, having 
the American public so engaged and 
educated on health care and it being 
such an issue, I always thought it 
would be helpful not only to this body 
but to the American public itself, be-
fore we go and vote again, whatever 
comes before that bill to come to the 
House, that you allow the opportunity 

for Members to go home and have a 
townhall and explain what is in the 
final version of the bill before that vote 
takes place. I think the American pub-
lic would appreciate it, and it would be 
a great opportunity for both sides. 

Mr. HOYER. Well, if the gentleman 
will yield, I want to say clearly, as you 
know, the base bill, the mark bill from 
which the three committees worked, as 
you know, was put online before the 
August break, so that it has been on-
line for a very long period of time. 
Now, there will be changes. There will 
be amendments. There have already 
been amendments in the three commit-
tees and those have been online. 

So, I think the gentleman’s concern 
is correct. We share it. We want to 
make sure the public has the oppor-
tunity to know what is being done, 
that we transparently have the spe-
cifics for the American public to know 
what we are doing and for the Members 
to have that knowledge, and we intend 
to do that. 

Now, whether or not we are going to 
have a timeframe in which somebody 
can have a townhall meeting, which 
may take a month to notice and get to-
gether, I think you would be shocked if 
I responded to you that, oh, sure, we 
will just wait around until you have 
your town meetings. So I am not going 
to say that. But I do appreciate the 
gentleman’s point, which is we want to 
make sure the public does in fact have 
notice. 

Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Well, I 
thank the gentleman and I appreciate 
his answers today. The one thing I 
would say, I did this townhall in Ba-
kersfield, California, where I did no no-
tice, I didn’t do a mailer, and gave 
enough opportunity. We have an oppor-
tunity now to know we will be in past 
October. I had 3,000 people, that is 1 
percent of the whole city’s population, 
turn out, and very engaged, very 
knowledgeable of the bill itself. 

So I just hope the opportunity comes 
that knowing maybe there is a dif-
ferent number on this bill, but it is 
still H.R. 3200, that the public would be 
able to see it. And I will tell the gen-
tleman that the Republicans on this 
side have a lot of ideas about health 
care, a lot of bills out there, of ways 
that we can lower the costs, take care 
of preexisting conditions and actually 
make health care much better for all 
Americans. 

I appreciate the time and yield back. 
f 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 14, 2009 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 12:30 p.m. on Monday next for 
morning-hour debate, and further, 
when the House adjourns on that day, 
it adjourn to meet at 10:30 a.m. on 
Tuesday, September 15, 2009, for morn-
ing-hour debate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LUJÁN). Is there objection to the re-

quest of the gentlewoman from New 
York? 

There was no objection. 
f 

TAXPAYERS REFUSE TO PAY FOR 
ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS’ HEALTH 
CARE 

(Mr. KING of Iowa asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, a 
Rasmussen poll found that 83 percent 
of voters believe only U.S. citizens 
should be eligible for health care sub-
sidies. However, H.R. 3200, the health 
care bill, gives coverage to illegal im-
migrants, despite what the President 
says. 

Although language in the bill pur-
ports to prevent illegal immigrants 
from getting coverage, even the Con-
gressional Research Service confirms 
that there are three major loopholes 
that render the language meaningless. 

Number one, there is no method to 
verify eligibility. An amendment to in-
clude it was defeated by Democrats in 
committee. 

Item number two, illegal immigrants 
are not prohibited from using the ‘‘pub-
lic option,’’ better described as the gov-
ernment mandate. 

And, number three, all members of 
families including illegal immigrants 
may be eligible as a group, and lan-
guage indicates so. 

So if Congress wants to represent the 
wishes of the people, including the 70 
percent of Democrats and 87 percent of 
Independents, they should add citizen-
ship verification of eligibility to any 
health care legislation. But they have 
voted it down in committee 29–28. False 
claims about not covering illegal im-
migrants are hollow. 

f 

CALLING THE PRESIDENT OUT 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, last night the President made a 
very eloquent speech here in the House 
Chamber. I am always impressed with 
his eloquence. But one of the things he 
said that stuck with me was he said if 
the Republicans, he didn’t say ‘‘Repub-
licans,’’ but he said if anyone in the 
Chamber, and I think he was referring 
to Republicans, if anyone in the Cham-
ber doesn’t state the facts correctly or 
misleads the American people, he is 
going to call them out. That is a pretty 
tough term, ‘‘call them out.’’ 

So I just would like to say if I were 
talking to the President right now, Mr. 
President, that is a double-edged 
sword. You said you are going to call 
us out if we don’t tell the truth. Well, 
in the next series today, I am going to 
take a 5-minute Special Order and I am 
going to go through everything, or as 
many as I can get to in 5 minutes, I am 
going to go through everything the 
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